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"This folktale, The Greedy Sparrow, is actually for everyone. It's clever and humorous and the
wonderful illustrations not only add color, but truly interpret the story line."
-- Bob McGrath, author, singer, storyteller, and Sesame Street Host, Teaneck, NJ

*
“This spare, and very pleasing retelling of an Armenian circular tale should read aloud
beautifully. And the clear, large typeface should make it an easy kid read too. The story is
enlivened by letting much of the action be shown via speech bubbles and the repeated phrase
“it was no use arguing”. A simple, yet fulfilling retelling.”
-- Dr. Margaret Read MacDonald, storyteller, folktale author, children’s librarian,
Kirkland, WA

*
“This retelling of The Greedy Sparrow is true to the Armenian tradition in all its charm and
wit.”
-- Nonny Hogrogian, author and illustrator of the Armenian folktales One Fine Day
(Simon & Schuster), Rooster Brother (Macmillan) and The Contest (Greenwillow
Books), and illustrator of the Armenian folktales Once there Was and Was Not (Little
Brown), Three Apples Fell from Heaven (Little Brown), and The Golden Bracelet
(Holiday House), Northampton, MA

*
“This charming fable, reminiscent of the style of versatile Armenian author Hovhannes
Toumanian is told in the Armenian tradition of story-telling. The Greedy Sparrow is a
beautifully written, delightfully engaging adaptation of one of his allegories that had originally
been part of the Armenian folklore for centuries. What stands out in the Greedy Sparrow is the
deliberate, interlaced yet seamless journey through the traditional, the historical and the
cultural with emphasis on the moral message. The colorful, time-honored, crisp illustrations
depict the storyline situations with clarity. Lucine Kasbarian has added the label of modernday fabulist to her already eminent resume. She is anchored in her heritage and is proud to
transmit its essentials to the young reader.”
-- Gilda Kupelian, Armenian Studies Coordinator, Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America (Eastern), New York, NY

*
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“Author Lucine Kasbarian has introduced an insightful Armenian folk tale with lessons apt for
contemporary society. Her delightful rendering of the Greedy Sparrow and the engaging
illustrations by Maria Zaikina will be enjoyed by children of all ages. We look forward to
presenting the Greedy Sparrow to children at the museum’s next “family day” event. The
author’s traditional folk tale preserves the wisdom of a culture and shares it with the world.”
-- Gary Lind-Sinanian and Susan Lind-Sinanian, Curators, Armenian Library and
Museum of America, Watertown, MA

*
“Although perfect for any time, this Armenian fable about the greedy sparrow seems to speak
particularly for our current times. Throughout the centuries fables have entertained children
(and adults) while providing a moral lesson. How fortunate we are that Lucine
Kasbarian's father remembered this tale, told to him by his grandmother, and passed it down
to his daughter, who now has preserved it in this delightful book beautifully illustrated by
Maria Zaikina.”
-- Iris Papazian, Director of Communications and Publications, Armenian Prelacy of
the Eastern USA, New York, NY

*
"This retelling of the sparrow fable is very positive, uplifting, and gives a lesson for all to
follow, young and old. It is a gift about distant worlds -- a story that contains culture
and meaning -- for Armenians and non-Armenians to enjoy. I love how the author mentions
and incorporates ancestral Armenian lands into this story - Mt. Ararat, Lake Van, Aghtamar,
the Arax River and Lake Sevan - very different from Toumanian's version. Children are drawn
to fables, as long as they are colorful, short, and kept simple. This beautiful product meets
these criteria."
-- Talin Derderian-Artinian, Principal, Taniel Varoujan Armenian School, Glenview, IL

*
"Lucine Kasbarian is the author of a joyful adaptation of an Armenian tale, ‘The Greedy
Sparrow,’ or ‘the legends of the lost land.’ The talented Maria Zaikina offers her personal and
so gorgeous touch to the book: each image is a drawing of naive art revisited by a modern
approach. This tale is a feast for the eyes and testifies to the fact that Armenians are still
alive, nearly a hundred years after the Armenian Genocide (1915). Thanks to both of you.”
-- Séta Papazian, Illustrator, La Reine Anahide: Conte d’Armenie (Le Bonhomme Vert)
and Alphabet Armenien Vol. II (Collection Clin d’oeil de la Lettre) and President of
Collectif VAN [Vigilance Arménienne contre le Négationnisme] Armenian Watching against
Denial; www.collectifvan.org, Issy-les-Moulineaux, France

*
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“Retelling the story of a well-known Armenian folk tale (Dsidig’ or ‘The Sparrow,’ in English),
author Lucine Kasbarian is bridging the culture of a century-old tale by bringing it to
contemporary young learners.
In the old days, grandmothers were the storytellers. They told stories to their grandchildren,
stirring the imagination of the young and giving them a moral lesson. Here we have colorful
pages and well-chosen words with which to travel to historical places of Armenia. As the
sparrow is jumping from one location to another, we are learning the traditions of Armenian
village life paralleled with a message: ‘When the motive is greed, in the end, you are on your
own with your pain!’
I admire Ms. Kasbarian’s dedication for dusting off this almost forgotten Armenian tale, which
was retold in Armenian by a revered and prominent children’s writer: Hovannes Toumanian.
To my knowledge this is the first translation to come to life for English readers. Elementary
classroom teachers as well as parents would enjoy it immensely and benefit from it, as well.
This picture book helps to organize the actions of the main character with appropriate
repetitions to build a logical sequence in the mind of the young reader. At the end the
objective is clear… there is a lesson to be learned!
Let’s celebrate the birth of a wonderful picture book that author Lucine Kasbarian and
illustrator Maria Zaikina are offering as a literary gift to readers of all ages.”
-- Zarminé Boghosian, Principal, Holy Martyrs Armenian School, Bayside, NY

*
“A wonder-filled gift for the Armenian kids in your life: "The Greedy Sparrow" is an Armenian
fable filled with helpful life-lessons. This tale, which was passed along from parent to child for
hundreds of years, was first written down by the poet Hovaness Toumanian. It is retold
brilliantly in English by Lucine Kasbarian in this beautifully illustrated 2011 book published
(w/reinforced binding) by Marshall Cavendish.”
-- Aram Suren Hamparian, Executive Director, Armenian National Committee of
America (www.anca.org), Washington, DC

*
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